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Module Five: Civil War to Civil Rights  

Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation 

Gettysburg Address 

King’s ‘I Have A Dream Speech’ 

The Civil Rights Movement 
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Section One:   The Emancipation Proclamation 

                                         By  

                           President Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

Introduction to the Document: 

1. What other documents or movies do you think about when reading documents 

that continue ‘old English’? 

2. What images come to mind of the time in which this document was written?   

Pre-reading questions 

Write short answers to the following questions. 

1. What do you know about the civil war? (RI/RL.2.1) 

2. After some research, what do you now know about the civil war? (RI/RL.2.1)  

What caused it? What were the rebels fighting for or against? What was the 

timeline of the civil war? (RI.3.3) (RI.4.3) 

 

Now read the ‘Emancipation Proclamation’ on the following pages and answer the 

questions which follow.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=emancipation&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aK2SR_J8X_1WaM&tbnid=5QmiF4Xjt5N0bM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.veteranstoday.com/2012/04/10/debunking-civil-war-myths-long-proven-wrong/emancipation-proclamation-broadside-2/&ei=lAURUqqPC8qVygHhpoAw&bvm=bv.50768961,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNHsnmacvB07hdRqTpsDIJueYX1s6Q&ust=1376933363108122
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The Emancipation Proclamation 
January 1, 1863 

A Transcription 

By the President of the United States of America: 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, 
a proclamation was issued by the President of the United 
States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit: 

“That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves 
within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof 
shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of 
the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, 
will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will 
do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any 
efforts they may make for their actual freedom. 
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 “ 

 

 

That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, 
by proclamation, designate the States and parts of States, if any, in 
which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion 
against the United States; and the fact that any State, or the people 
thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the 
Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at 
elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such State 
shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong 
countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such 
State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the 
United States.” 

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United 
States, by virtue of the power in me vested as Commander-
in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time 
of actual armed rebellion against the authority and 
government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary 
war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first 
day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose 
so to do publicly proclaimed for the full period of one 
hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and 
designate as the States and parts of States wherein the 
people thereof respectively, are this day in rebellion against 
the United States, the following, to wit:  
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Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, 
Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James 
Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. 
Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New Orleans) Mississippi, 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Virginia, (except the forty-eight counties designated as West 
Virginia, and also the counties of Berkley, Accomac, Northampton, 
Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for the 
present, left precisely as if this proclamation were not issued.  

   And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do               
order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said 
designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward 
shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United 
States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will 
recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons.  

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to   
abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defence; and I 
recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor 
faithfully for reasonable wages.  
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  And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable 
condition, will be received into the armed service of the United States 
to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man 
vessels of all sorts in said service.  

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted 
by the Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate 
judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God.  

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed.  

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the eighty-seventh.  

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN  
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State.  
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Questions:    Write answers to the following questions. 

1. What does emancipation, as it is used in the document refer to? (RI.1.4, RI.3.4) 

 

 

2. Using the context of the text to help you, write a definition for the word 

‘proclamation’. (RI.1.4, RI.3.4) 

 

 

 

3. Translate the following into the correct numbers: twenty-second day of 

September, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two. (RI/RL.1.1) 

4. What does “thenceforward” mean as it is used in the document? (RI.1.4, RI.3.4) 

 

 

5. What does “necessary was measure” mean? (RI/RL.1.1) (RI/RL.4.1) 

 

 

6. Define Lincoln’s purpose in writing the Emancipation Proclamation and analyze 

the impact of his point of view, either directly or indirectly, upon the people of the 

United States. (RI8.6, RL.9-10.6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What did President Lincoln ultimately hope to gain from the freed slaves who 

were of ‘suitable condition” in regard to the war? (RI/RL.4.1)  

 

 

 

 

A. What does it mean to be in rebellion, and were the listed states rebelling? 

Use facts from the text to support your answers. (RI/RL.2.1) 

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/transcript.htmlQuestions
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8. Explain the exceptions made in the document? (RI/RL.4.1)  

 

 

 

A. Use the internet and/or any other primary source document to explain 

Lincoln’s reason(s) for making these exceptions? (RI.5.8, RI.5.7) 

 

 

 

9. Paraphrase (put into your own words) the second paragraph. (RL.4.2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What does Lincoln ask of the African American population in this Proclamation? 

(RI.1.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Explain how the Emancipation Proclamation has influenced subsequent 

events/aspects of American history. (RI.8.3,RH.9-10.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. A. Use the internet or any other source document to find out what the President         

          of the United State’s role is as Commander-in-Chief? (RI/RL.2.1, RI.5.7)  
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B. Do you believe Lincoln was within his right as President to free the slaves? 

Write an argumentive essay justifying your opinion using only factual details 

from the US Constitution, The Emancipation Proclamation, or any other 

original document you may wish to research. (RI.9-10.8), (W.3.1, W.5.1, 

W.7.1, W/WHST.9-10.1) 

 

Before beginning your essay, complete the Response Organizer below. 

Response Organizer: 

 

Prompt/Question: 

 

 

Restatement of 

question in your own 

words 

 

 

Sample answer 

 

 

Detailed body of 

evidence that 

supports your answer. 

Be sure to include 

enough details to 

answer the question. 

Make sure that all 

details address the 

question and are not 

off-topic. 

Text 1 Text 2 

 

Restated question or 

concluding thoughts 
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Section Two: The Gettysburg Address 

                                  By  

                         President Abraham Lincoln 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introductory questions: 
 

1. What do you already know about the Gettysburg Address? 

2. With which war is this battle associated? 

3. Who gave the Gettysburg Address? 

4. Where is Gettysburg? 

 

Research the Battle of Gettysburg. Write an informative essay addressing the events of 

the battle including the following: why was it fought? Who were victorious? How many 

died? (Writing Anchors 4, 6, 7, & 8)*  

 
*The reading/ writing standards satisfied will be based upon the assessed level of the student 

 

Now, read the Gettysburg Address (see attached) and answer the questions which 

follow about President Lincoln’s speech made at this battle sight. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=gettysburg+address&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=cFZGxcJLRNCxCM&tbnid=J2vqPRBOcUKtWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://udleditions.cast.org/INTRO,gettysburg_address.html&ei=XNMMUqatHJS4yAGH7oDYCg&bvm=bv.50723672,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHRiZohFID7h5ssbWK0ZKZg0h7P4w&ust=1376658318343495
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Questions: Write answers to each of the following questions. 

1. Why is President Lincoln personally speaking to the crowd at Gettysburg?   

 

 

A. What prompted this appearance? Cite examples from the text to support your 

answers. (RI/RL 7.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How many years is “four score and seven”? (RI/RL2.1) 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the phrase “all men are created equal” mean to you?  Cite everyday 

examples to support your answer. (RL5.4)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What inferences can you draw from the text to support Lincoln’s use of this 

phrase? (What do you think Lincoln meant by this?) (RH,6-8.1, RI/RL.2.1)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What examples can you cite from the text that describes how the civil war is 

testing this notion? (RI/RL.1.1, RI/RL.5.1, RH6-8.1) 
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6. What does Lincoln’s figurative use of the phrase “the dead shall not have died in 

vain” mean? (RI.5.4)  

 

 

 

A. Describe how this phrase affects the meaning and tone of his speech. 

(RI?RL6.4) 

 

 

 

 

7. Express your view of the idea that government should be of the people, for the 

people, and by the people? (RI/RL.5.1).  

 

 

 

A. What examples from the Gettysburg address or any other historical document 

can you find to support your view? (RI/RL.7.1, RI/RL.9.-10.1,RH.6-8.1, RH.9-

10.1) 

 

 

8. What is the main concept expressed in the Gettysburg address? (RI3.2) 

 

 

 

A. What details from the text support the main idea? (RI4.2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Evaluate the theme presented in the Gettysburg address and summarize the 

facts and opinions Lincoln presented. (RI/RL.6.2, RI/RL.9-10.2) 
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9. Explain the event(s) that preceded the Gettysburg address and how these events 

were precursors to the development of Lincoln’s speech. (RI.4.3, RI8.3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Describe, explain and/or analyze the ideas presented in the Gettysburg Address 

which relate to the fight for freedom? (RI.3.3, RI.4.3, RI.8.3) 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=cFZGxcJLRNCxCM&tbnid=J2vqPRBOcUKtWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://udleditions.cast.org/INTRO,gettysburg_address.html&ei=t4goUpr7HsSEygH9g4DoBA&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHxSPxGWMFm_AM1o9rr2WYQTxS0Wg&ust=1378474542948997
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xckaj9-5DngPhM&tbnid=DkbdZhlUtih9XM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.docstoc.com/docs/50574164/The-Gettysburg-Address-Delivered-at-the-dedication-of-the&ei=CIkoUuzvEoORygHo5oDwCQ&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHxSPxGWMFm_AM1o9rr2WYQTxS0Wg&ust=1378474542948997
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Section Three: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=i%20have%20a%20dream&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QWRW0zOdw8Tm7M&tbnid=MibfMnwBBw-XGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theinspirationroom.com/daily/2010/martin-luther-king-i-have-a-dream/&ei=g14WUtzZK6zyyAHjjIGwDQ&bvm=bv.50952593,bs.1,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFCgMAJIdg2rdayf78s87RoeDcVUg&ust=1377284092813089
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=i%20have%20a%20dream&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=v2ODDj_4YJ5iCM&tbnid=lEdndl9QvgMTYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lincoln_Memorial_I_Have_a_Dream_Marker_2413.jpg&ei=uF4WUpK5KOTlygGLkYHQBA&bvm=bv.50952593,bs.1,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFCgMAJIdg2rdayf78s87RoeDcVUg&ust=1377284092813089
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=i%20have%20a%20dream&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=I9Y69km7Bu5XdM&tbnid=YuWSAQZb7YgaNM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.freemaninstitute.com/Dream.htm&ei=dWQWUpGEMqiMyQGl2IC4Aw&bvm=bv.50952593,bs.1,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFCgMAJIdg2rdayf78s87RoeDcVUg&ust=1377284092813089
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=i%20have%20a%20dream&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WvRYzQ4z7qHjqM&tbnid=qLNrE7808feMYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/martin-luther-king-story-behind-2178797&ei=n2QWUr_INY6gyQHO9YDYAQ&bvm=bv.50952593,bs.1,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFCgMAJIdg2rdayf78s87RoeDcVUg&ust=1377284092813089
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=i%20have%20a%20dream&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fU0bnBXNoQnTFM&tbnid=p5H1sx4ZUfcczM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://izquotes.com/quote/102470&ei=4GQWUuHpAu-WyAGArICYAg&bvm=bv.50952593,bs.1,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFCgMAJIdg2rdayf78s87RoeDcVUg&ust=1377284092813089
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=freedom&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UxGA5aWzH2loLM&tbnid=FWQt4q8g_iRogM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.logodesignlove.com/freedom-travel-the-chase&ei=J2gWUsnQGqaOyAH6noCwAw&bvm=bv.50952593,bs.1,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFJ10pxULUGInfXczzz6WU86aeV4A&ust=1377286548156489
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Introductory questions: 

1) What do you know about Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement in 

the United States? 

2) What do the pictures on the previous page suggest to you about the ideas 
presented by Martin Luther King?  
 

3) How did the individuals who actively supported the Civil Rights movements 
create a changing American society? 
 

 

Introduction to the Civil Rights Movement in the United States 

 

The Civil Rights Movement did not begin suddenly in the 1960’s, nor was it a short 
battle. Even today, many civil rights hopes and objectives have still not been met. 
 
The movement for African American civil rights and progress against racial 
discrimination grew over time through massive grassroots organization, a commitment 
to achieve racial equality through non-violence, legislative victories, brilliant leadership 
and collaboration and the sheer courage and determination of hundreds of thousands of 
participants.  
 
Directions: The struggle for civil rights in the United States culminated with the  

March on Washington. During this March, Martin Luther King Jr. gave his famous “I 

Have a Dream Speech”. Watch his presentation of this speech at: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you watch this video, take note of the following: 

-the number of people who listened to him speak 

-the social diversity of participants 

-the sections of King’s speech which seemed to have great influence upon the audience 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smEqnnklfYs 
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Now, look at King’s famous speech on the next few pages and answer the 

questions which follow. 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GSW2_9Fx8i2NhM&tbnid=2eiWksMR4I5t5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ellabakercenter.org/blog/2012/08/we-have-a-dream&ei=tqgoUtOSOYblyQHso4H4Bw&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFzUbk567RMKdUiqQFxA6FKBm6Pyw&ust=1378482737832853


P a g e  | 24 

 



P a g e  | 25 

 



P a g e  | 26 

 



P a g e  | 27 

 



P a g e  | 28 

 



P a g e  | 29 

 

 
 

 



P a g e  | 30 

 

Questions: 
(Taken from : http://sixminutes.dlugan.com/speech-analysis-dream-martin-luther-king/) accessed September 29, 2013 

 

Activity #1: Emphasize Phrases by Repeating at the Beginning of Sentences 
Anaphora  
(repeating words at the beginning of neighboring clauses) is a commonly 
used rhetorical device. Repeating the words twice sets the pattern, and 
further repetitions emphasize the pattern and increase the rhetorical 
effect.) 

1. In your copy of King’s speech, highlight each instance that he says “I have a 
dream”. 

“I have a dream” is repeated in eight successive sentences, and is one of the most 
often cited examples of anaphora in modern rhetoric. But this is just one of eight 
occurrences of anaphora in this speech.  

2. What other examples of anaphora can you find in his speech? Write these in the 
diagram below. (L.3.3) 

 

 

 

  

examples 
of 

anaphora

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

http://sixminutes.dlugan.com/speech-analysis-dream-martin-luther-king/
http://sixminutes.dlugan.com/anaphora/
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Activity #2:   Read the examples you wrote in the diagram above aloud. Even in the 
absence of the remainder of the speech, these key phrases tell much of 
King’s story. Emphasis through repetition makes these phrases more 
memorable, and, by extension, make King’s story more memorable. 
Repetition in forms like anaphora is quite obvious, but there are more 
subtle ways to use repetition as well. One way is to repeat key “theme” 
words throughout the body of your speech. 

If you count the frequency of words used in King’s “I Have a Dream”, very interesting 
patterns emerge. The most commonly used noun is freedom, which is used twenty 
times in the speech. This makes sense, since freedom is one of the primary themes of 
the speech. 

1. Go through King’s speech and note the number of times each of the following 
words are used in his speech. 

a. freedom: ________(times)   f.  we: ___________(times) 
b. justice: __________(times)  g. our:___________(times) 
c. injustice:_________(times)   h. you: __________(times) 
d. nation:__________(times)   i.  America:_______(times) 
e. American:________(times) 

2. The two most used words in King’s speech are ‘freedom’ and ‘we’. What idea(s) 
do you think King was trying to emphasize in his speech by repeatedly using 
these two words? (L.6.3 and 7.3 merge, RI/RL.7.1) 

Activity #3: Quotations or Allusions 

Evoking historical and literary references is a powerful speechwriting technique which 
can be executed explicitly (a direct quotation) or implicitly (allusion). 

You can improve the credibility of your arguments by referring to the (appropriate) 
words of credible speakers/writers in your speech. Consider the allusions used by 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Example: King’s speech had numerous Biblical references which you may not be  
     familiar with. 

                         
                                  It came as a joyous      “Let us not seek to  
                             daybreak to end the         satisfy our thirst for  
                        long night of their              freedom by drinking from 
                    captivity.” [paragraph 2]       the cup of bitterness and 
                 alludes to Psalms 30:5           hatred.” [paragraph 8] 2:13  

       evokes Jeremiah 2:13 
 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/31-book-clip-art.html/book-clip-art-19&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=nqLirOmBGKeMKM&tbnh=178&tbnw=284&zoom=1&docid=jRu_oeOE_ZgtpM&hl=en&ei=YrsoUubdGuPhyQHQlYCIBA&ved=0CAIQsCU
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1. Identify the source of two of King’s most famous allusions. Which    
      historical document did the allusion refer to? (RI. 8.3) 
 
A. 1) “Five score years ago…” [paragraph 2] 

 
      2)  Why was King’s use of this phrase particularly poignant? (Think of where the         
           speech was delivered from). (SL.8.2) 
 
 
B. 1) “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” [paragraph 3]  

 
 
2) Discuss the significance of using these documents as references within the “I    
    Have a Dream Speech”? (SL.11-12.3) 
 

 

Activity #4: Using Specific Examples to ‘Ground’ Your Arguments 

Giving a speech can be greatly improved when you provide specific examples which 
illustrate your logical (and perhaps theoretical) arguments. 

A. One way that Martin Luther King Jr. accomplishes this is to make numerous 
geographic references throughout the speech: 

 Mississippi, New York [paragraph 13] 
 Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana [14] 
 Georgia [18] 
 Mississippi [19] 
 Alabama [22] 
 New Hampshire [32], New York [33], Pennsylvania [34], Colorado [35], 

California [36], Georgia [37], Tennessee [38], Mississippi [39] 

 

Note that Mississippi is mentioned on four separate 
occasions. 

1.  Explain why King referenced ‘Mississippi’ so many times in his speech.   
     What recent events may have contributed to his decision to use this    
     geographic reference  multiple times in his speech?(SL.8.2-12.2) 
      

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Hd_MU5hI5O6sKM&tbnid=6vsv0MsskXKedM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.allanbevere.com/2013/01/the-quotable-martin-luther-king-jr-1929_21.html&ei=2LooUtCIO6T4yQHPjYGAAg&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF0ihJRdTkzaBLK2PStAbirq6bt1g&ust=1378487349369870
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B. Additionally, King uses relatively generic geographic references to make his 
message more inclusive: 

 “slums and ghettos of our northern cities” [paragraph 14] 
 “the South” [25] 
 “From every mountainside” [40] 
 “from every village and every hamlet” [41] 

2. Analyze how the use of these geographic references help to emphasize the main 
idea in King’s speech. (SL.11-12.3) 
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Activity #5:A Changing American Society 
 

1. How did Martin Luther King's Speech: 'I Have a Dream' reflect a changing 
American society? Use examples from the past and present to substantiate your 
ideas. Complete the graphic organizer below and construct an explanatory essay 
as your response. (W/WHST.6-8.2, W/WHST.9-10.2) 

 
Graphic Organizer for Constructed Response 

 
Restate the question as a thesis statement 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer the question 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Reason(s) for your answer (in your own words) 
 
 
1.                                                      2.                                             3. 

 
 
 
 

Evidence to support your reason(s) (Quote or paraphrase from text(s) 
 

 
a.                                                      a.                                               a. 

 
 

b.                                                      b.                                               b. 
                                         
Explanation-How the evidence supports your reasons and answers the question 
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Module Review 

 

As a culminating project to this unit, you may select one of the activities below. 

Activity #1: Digital Storybooks 

Instructions: Your instructor will assign one of the follow module review topics to you to 

write about. In this module review, you will be creating a digital storybook on your topic. 

You may use Windows Movie Maker to do this. If you select this option, your instructor 

will help you create a moving video of your presentation.  (See instructions on page 55) 

Topic 1: Choose one of the following people:  

a) an enslaved black father of two children  

b) a southern plantation owner 

 c) a politician 

d) a northern white mother of five  

e) a northern railroad company owner.  

 

Then, write about what your life would have been like in 1863 at the time of the 

Emancipation Proclamation.  Are you married or single? Do you have kids?  Would you 

be a slave or have slaves? Are you a soldier?  Recount two or more appropriately 

sequenced events describing what happened at this period in your life. (W.1.3)  

 

Topic 2: After reading the Emancipation Proclamation and answering the 

corresponding questions, as earlier assigned, consider that you are in the 

audience listening to President Lincoln declare the Emancipation Proclamation, 

which freed slaves for the purpose of fighting in the Civil War.   

 

Imagine what your life would be like in the midst of this war.  Describe in detail how your 

life has been affected by the freedom of slaves?   Use details to describe what you will 

do, your thoughts and feelings, and the actions you will take. (W.2.3) 
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Topic 3: Many soldiers died during the Battle of Gettysburg and President Lincoln 

addresses an audience at the battle field to speak in honor of those who died 

during this battle.  Imagine that you are in this audience.  How might you be 

affected by this speech? Consider whether you are a soldier, the family 

member of a soldier, or a slave.  

 

As you develop your storyboard be sure to explain and convey the impact of this 

“address’ on your life. Use concrete, factual details and quotations, or other information 

to help develop your topic. (W.4.2)     

 

Topic 4: One hundred years after the Emancipation Proclamation, you are the  

               grandchild of one of the following:  

a) an enslaved black father of two 

b) a southern plantation owner 

c) a politician 

d) a northern white mother of five 

e) a northern railroad company owner. 

 

Imagine you are in the audience when Martin Luther King gives his “I Have a Dream 

Speech”.  Consider how you might feel at this time. How might this speech affect you? 

How does your life compare to that of your grandparent?  As you develop your 

storyboard be sure to explain and convey the impact this speech has on the society at 

large today. Clearly introduce your topic and expand upon the topic by using narration 

of related historical events to compare today’s society to that experienced by your 

grandparent. (W/WHST.6-8.2) 
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Directions: Creating a digital storyboard is much like creating a comic strip. For this 

assignment you will be expected to create a digital story that encompasses a one-five 

minute period of time. Planning is crucial to the success of your storyboard.  

1. Research: Begin by researching your assigned topic so that you are well 

prepared to write on your assigned topic. 

2. Plan: To begin planning your story, you need to decide what you want to say with 

your assigned topic. You might want to use a graphic organizer or an outline in 

this stage. 

3. Creating Narration/Dialogue:The next step is to decide what needs to be said in 

your story. This will be completed on a storyboard template such as the one 

found on the following pages. You will need to use multiple pages to create your 

story and these can be photocopied as necessary. Each frame should represent 

10 seconds of your spoken speech, so you’ll want to limit what you write for each 

frame. 

4. Pictures: Use the internet to find pictures that will fit the narration you have 

written for each frame. Once you find an appropriate picture, save the picture to a 

file on your computer or onto a jump drive. It would be a good idea to label each 

picture so that you can later match the picture to the appropriate narration. 

5. Creating your digital storyboard: Now you are ready to put everything together. 

Bring your pictures and your storyboard pages to your teacher. S/he will go over 

your plans and help you make corrections if necessary. S/he will then show you 

how to integrate all of your material into Movie Maker. 

6. Publishing your work: Once you’ve completed your digital storybook, email it to 

your instructor. 
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Activity #2: Research and present 

 

1. Research and present/write: Prepare a powerpoint presentation or a written essay 

comparing the concepts presented throughout the Emancipation Proclamation to an 

event or situation in another time period in American or World History. (W.5.9, 

W/WHST.6-8.9, W/WHST.11-12.9 and all of Writing Anchors 6, 7, 8, if writing an 

essay and SL1.4, SL.3.4, SL5.4, SL 8.4, SL9-10.4, Sl5.5, SL8.5, and SL11-12.5 if 

preparing a powerpoint presentation) 

 

Activity #3: Analyzing Themes 

1. Write an essay analyzing Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address speech and King’s I Have a 

Dream speech. Explain the concepts and themes presented in both speeches. (RI.9-

10.9,W.1.7- (W/WHST.11-12.7) 
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4. http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamatio

n/transcript.html 

5. http://thestudenthandouts.com 

6. http://www.archives.gov/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf 

7. http://sixminutes.dlugan.com/speech-analysis-dream-martin-luther-king/ 

8. http://www.eastconn.org/tah/1112SM1_MartinLutherKingDreamSpeechlesson.pd

f 

9. http://embed.verite.co/timeline/?source=0Av8RB1CnByREdDQ4a05Fbjc0RjZ5V
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PotanoSans&maptype=toner&lang=en&height=650 

10. http://www.biologycorner.com/worksheets/graphic_compare.html 

11. http://www.docstoc.com/docs/102433188/Research-Paper-Rough-and-Formal-

Outline 

12. http://mdah.state.ms.us/freedom/lesson_4.pdf 

13. http://www.jasonohler.com/pdfs/storyboard_template.pdf 

14. http://www.census.gov/ 

15. http://library.thinkquest.org/20991/geo/stri.html 
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