
Unit Four: ESL Materials, Media, and Technology 



The Production of Materials 

Publishing 
Companies 

Private language 
schools, ESL K-12 

programs, businesses 

Multi-leveled skill 
building, cross-

cultural 
communication, ESP, 

EAP, test prep, 
vocational skills, 

literature, etc 

Government 
Agencies 

Public school in a 
country with a 

centralized education 
system 

Specific focus 

Curriculum 
Development 

Teams 

Some universities, 
well-established 
private language 

schools, some ESL K-
12 schools, and large 

corporations with 
language programs 

Specific focus and 
could be multi-

leveled 

Classroom 
Teachers 

Unsatisfied teachers!! 

Individualized  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Published texts are commonly used in ESL programs and businesses throughout the world for ESL language instruction. The extent of published material available is massive and focuses on everything from multi-leveled four skills, cross-cultural communication, ESP, EAP, Test prep materials to vocational skills and literature.Countries which have a centralized public education system often prepare their own materials. These texts may be produced by local non-native speakers of English or they may be materials outsourced to native speakers of English. Unfortunately, due to budget constraints and/or a lack of understanding of the importance of ESL text material production, these types of materials can be extremely difficult to work with as they are dry and boring. The focus of these types of materials is upon the language required to 1)pass government standardized tests 2) entry into college/university. They are typically not user friendly nor are they geared towards producing real language in the classroom. Teachers who are required to use these types of texts will have to be very creative and add a lot to each lesson. I’ve taken these types of materials and used them as mandated, but I’ve added games and communicative activities which are much more beneficial to students. Some universities and schools hire in-house curriculum development teams to design ESL materials for a curriculum. Teachers in these environments are sometimes given day-to-day lesson plans, which includes goals of each lesson, how to implement it, and the materials needed to teach it. If you have a good design team, then the materials are fun to use and the students are eager and willing participants in the classroom. Unfortunately, it has been my experience that these types of materials are designed to meet administrative mandates and do not typically have the teacher or the students best interests in mind as the materials may not be interactive.Classroom teachers who are not happy with a chosen commercial text and have the option to design their own materials, may do just that. But design materials for a class takes a great deal of time and planning and must be done far in advance of delivering the actual lesson as time is needed to gather authentic materials, develop language scripts, reading/writing tasks, etc.



Advantages of Commercially 
Produced Texts 
 Saves time 
 Well organized materials guides teachers lessons 
 A balanced, chronological presentation of 

information. 
 Detailed sequence of teaching procedures 
 Provide administrators/teachers with a complete 

program based upon latest research and teaching 
methodologies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A textbook series provides you with a balanced, chronological presentation of information.�Textbooks are a detailed sequence of teaching procedures that tell you what to do and when to do it. There are no surprises—everything is carefully spelled out�Textbooks provide administrators and teachers with a complete program. The series is typically based on the latest research and teaching strategies.��



Disadvantages of Commercially 
Produced Texts 

 Too many activities where students do ‘questions & 
answers” 

 Reading selections often too easy 
 Not motivating enough  
 Not enough details in other aspects of language study 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Problems:First, most course books contain a lot of activities where students do "questions and answers". After a few lessons, many students may find the learning process boring and uninteresting. In addition, the reading selections in the ESL course books are often quite short and they often fail to present appropriate and realistic language models as well as fostering cultural understanding (Kayapinar, 2009). The lack of challenging reading materials could also slow the students’ language development creating a plateau effect.The second issue that teachers should consider is student motivation. Most college students expect their English courses to be something different from their high school English classes. So when we give them course books that are similarly designed as their past learning materials, the students may quickly lose their interest and motivation to study. This is because the similarities in the ESL course books may cause the students to feel bored due to the “sameness” or “repetitiveness” of the lessons and activities. This is a major problem because the English courses are designed around using a single course book for the whole academic year. Although motivation can be sustained through varied class activities, if the content of the course book is uninteresting and repetitive, then sustaining the motivation will be problematic for the teacher no matter how hard they try.Finally, although most ESL course books are well organized with many different kinds of activities, however, they do not provide enough details in other aspects of language study. A good example would be in the study of grammar. The grammar section in each unit of the course book usually does not provide enough explanation or practice questions. Relying on the course book to provide the students with adequate knowledge of grammar would not be enough, especially when a teacher spends between two to three weeks to cover a single unit of the course book. This means that in a typical semester, students only receive between four to six different types of grammar instruction, a number far behind from what they could have been studying if the students had a grammar textbook where they can study a different unit every week with lots of practice activities



Use Textbooks Wisely 
Weakness Student Difficulty Ways to Overcome 

Problem 
The textbook is designed as a the 
sole source of information. 

Students only see one perspective on a 
concept or issue. 

Provide students with lots of 
information sources such as trade 
books, CD-ROMS, websites, 
encyclopedias, etc. 

Textbook is old or outdated. Information shared with students is 
not current or relevant. 

Use textbook sparingly or 
supplement with other materials 

Textbook questions tend to be low 
level or fact-based 

Students assume that learning is 
simply a collection of facts and figures. 
 

Ask higher-level questions and 
provide creative thinking and 
problem-solving activities 

Textbook doesn't take students' 
background knowledge into 
account 

Teacher does not tailor lessons to the 
specific attributes and interests of 
students 
 

Discover what students know about a 
topic prior to teaching. Design the 
lesson based on that knowledge 

Reading level of the textbook is too 
difficult 

Students cannot read or understand 
important concepts 

Use lots of supplemental materials 
such as library books, Internet, CD-
ROMs, etc 
 

The textbook has all the answer to 
all the questions 

Students tend to see learning as an 
accumulation of correct answers 
 

Involve students in problem-solving 
activities, higher-level thinking 
questions, and extending activities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A textbook is only as good as the teacher who uses it. And it's important to remember that a textbook is just one tool, perhaps a very important tool, in your teaching arsenal. Sometimes, teachers over-rely on textbooks and don't consider other aids or other materials for the classroom. Some teachers reject a textbook approach to learning because the textbook is outdated or insufficiently covers a topic or subject area.As a teacher, you'll need to make many decisions, and one of those is how you want to use the textbook. As good as they may appear on the surface, textbooks do have some limitations. The following table lists some of the most common weaknesses of textbooks, along with ways of overcoming those difficulties.��



Why? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You don't really need to be a genius to produce highly successful, dynamic lessons using authentic materials. You do need to know about your ESL students; what they can do, what they like, how they think and their motivations for learning English (or another foreign language). In this first part of the series on creating materials for the  ESL classroom, we'll discuss "Why we need to adapt materials". ��Why we need to adapt materials �The first stop is to adapt existing or easily available materials to suit the teaching / learning needs we may have. Using existing materials can save time, effort and expense in acquiring new English language. Key reasons existing or easily available materials may have to be adapted include the items shown on the following slide. ����



Unsuitable material level  

Too difficult 

Too long or short 

Use of grammar or language  

Explore relevancy 

Adapt for specific use 

Adapt to student learning styles  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unsuitable material level �Whatever materials we may have or be able to get may not be suitable for our learners' needs. Authentic materials are usually produced for native speakers. This often means that an adjustment is required before we can may effective use of the materials.��Too difficult�If our learners are beginner level, we may well have to simplify vocabulary or context elements to render passages and listening comprehension segments useable.��Too long or short�Lessons and study sessions are most often time-controlled. If we need an activity or segment for a short classroom practice activity, a longer authentic language piece might need to be excerpted or shortened to make it fit into our lesson's context. A shorter piece may need additions in the way of activities or discussions to flesh out its usefulness in the classroom setting. ��Use of grammar or language �Extensive use of grammar or structures not known to the learners may be featured in the authentic language passage. Adjustments, then, would likely be necessary in the way of glossaries, key word definitions or explanations of language aspects before the use of the passage.��Explore relevancy�Using language in a relevant context to promote meaningful input and output from the learners is a key aspect of foreign language learning. If material has obvious relevancy for the learners, it will be that much more difficult for them to approach its acquisition.��Adapt for specific use�At the time of using an authentic language reading or listening passage, we may well be working on a specific context, grammatical point or language structure in class. This might mandate that we adapt materials to reflect use of those grammar or structure elements. ��Adapt to student learning styles �"Student learning styles may be an important factor in the success of teaching and may not necessarily reflect those that teachers recommend" says Jack C. Richards, noted Linguistics professional and an author of the INTERCHANGE EFL / ESL series course books. Knowledge of our students may tell us that certain learning styles should preferably be addressed. So changing authentic language materials from one form to another might be called for. A reading passage then becomes a listening. A listening passage molts into a grammar-themed one. Writing or discussions might be the outcome of controversial or newsworthy passages, the list goes on and on.��



What are they? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Authentic materials are any realia that uses the English language for a purpose.



Types of Authentic Materials 
Available  

Authentic Listening/Viewing 
Materials 

Authentic Visual Materials 

Authentic Printed Materials 

Realia Used in EFL/ESL 
Classrooms 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Authentic listening/viewing materials can include silent films, tv commericials, quiz shows, cartoons, news, comedy shows, dramas, movies, soap operas, radio news, dramas, and adsAuthentic visual materials can include slides, pictures, paintings, sketches, drawings by children, wordless signs, silhouettes, calendar pictures, magazines, etc.Authentic printed materials include newspaper articles, cartoons, advertisements, astrology columns, travel magazines, books/novels, brochures, business cards, drivers licenses, hotel registrations, etc.Realia include dolls, key rings, scissors, balloons, furniture, cutlery, people, money, credit cards, hats, masks, sewing materials, etc.



Choosing Authentic Materials 

 Have sufficient copies for all students 
 Avoid using items with multiple pages 
 Use materials that cannot be outdated easily 
 Use materials that spark student interests 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several important points to consider when choosing authentic materials. You should make sure that you have enough copies of the materials to be used so that each student or pair of students can have a copy to use. It is best not to use material with too many pages, unless the pages are clearly numbered for easy reference. If you plan to use the same materials in more than one class, it is important that they be hardy enough to withstand a lot of handling and they should be easily refolded and put back together. Materials with multiple pieces or pages that fall out or come apart should be avoided. Also, keep in mind that some materials are more easily dated than others. For example, last season's catalog does not have the same impact as a current one which is filled with items which the student could actually order. A menu, on the other hand, can be used as long as the prices remain contemporary. Students are generally uninterested in special events, for example an Expo, that have already past. Remember to choose material that is appropriate for the students' level. However, a certain amount of adjustment can be made depending on the type and level of questions used in the accompanying question handout. 



Using Authentic Materials 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When first beginning to use authentic materials, begin by handing out materials to each student.Group or pair work activities tend to be much more successful as students are more enthusiastic and work harder.Create a question handout to accompany the authentic material. Interestingly, the student with the stronger command of English is not necessarily the one who is able to extract the most information from the material. Students of different abilities tend to complement one another and, as a result, do not get bogged down easily. Students tend to contribute individual strengths to the completion of the task. Tell students that question handouts will be collected since this keeps them more focused on the completion of the exercise. The teacher's personal anecdotes and other background information should be shared before the students begin concentrating on the material. After the authentic material has been distributed,  give a brief explanation and point out, for example, the importance of the table of contents in a pamphlet or the legend in a map. Point out small print and other parts of the material that are easily missed. This is a good time for the teacher to explain measures, abbreviations, and difficult words and expressions. While the students are working on the assignment, help them by answering questions and commenting on their work. This is also a good chance to give hints to those who are stuck on a particular question. Once the allotted time is up, we collect the material along with the question handout and go over the difficult questions with the class. If the handouts are to be factored into the students' grades, it is a good idea to make sure they have a chance to work with various partners over the course of the semester. 



Developing the Questionnaire 
 Give students 

opportunity to practice 
English 

 Help students gain 
confidence 

 Expose students to 
cultural 
differences/customs 

 Help students develop 
their ability to find 
information quickly 

1. Tour questions 
 -easy m/c or fill in 

factual questions. Aim 
is to give students an 
overview of the 
materials 

2. Cultural and Personal 
Choice Questions 

 -one word or written 
answers 

3. Challenging Questions 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For the authentic materials to be effective, the questions must be well constructed to (a) give the students the opportunity to practice English, (b) help the students gain confidence in their English ability, (c) expose the students to cultural differences and customs, and (d) help the students develop their ability to find pertinent information quickly. There are typically three parts to the student questionnaire:Tour questionsThe first part of the question handout should contain easy multiple choice or fill-in factual questions. These questions give the students a 'tour' of the material and exposes them to a variety of question types. The students gain an overview of the material as they answer these initial easy questions and this makes them feel confident enough to tackle more difficult questions later. Cultural and Personal Choice QuestionsThe second part of the handout should contain questions that can be used to bring attention to cultural differences in packaging, sizes, and pricing. Authentic materials often contain references to cultural events such as holidays, and questions can be used to bring these to the students' attention. Questions which require one word or written answers could be used at this stage. Furthermore, students are familiar enough with the material at this point to answer personal choice questions. These questions usually require the students to choose items from the material or a course of action based on personal preference. These often lead to lively discussion because students must agree on what answer to write. Challenging QuestionsThe third part should have questions that are more challenging and time consuming. Because of the differences in abilities (and sometimes luck), the time it takes students to complete a question handout can vary considerably. The more challenging questions at the end of the handout tend to work as 'equalizers' and slow down faster students so slower students can catch up. Questions can involve reading the small print, be especially detailed, or involve deductive reasoning. When students are working on the challenging questions they often begin to compare their progress to that of their neighbors'. Deliberately misleading 'red herring' questions add to the competitiveness while developing the students' critical thinking. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The handout shown on this page shows the different type of questions that can be used with an activity. These can be created quite easily by the instructor as a supplement to a published textbook.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Which questions are: tour questions? cultural and/or personal choice questions? challenging questions?



Assignment 4A 
Using some of the questions on the handout, design an 

ESL learning activity on a topic of your choice. Use 
authentic materials. 



Other Ways to Use Authentic 
Materials 

 Word search 
 Crosswords 
 Personalizing 
 Pair practice 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Word SearchThe students search for parts of speech such as adjectives on a given page or search for certain categories of things. An advantage of this activity is that students do not need identical copies of the authentic material. CrosswordsThe teacher prepares a crossword puzzle using words from the handout. The questions for the handout can also be presented as crossword clues. Crossword generating programs found on the Internet make this easy. PersonalizingThe students write a list of purchases for an imaginary party using a supermarket handout, plan a trip using a travel brochure or plan a meal with a menu. The students could also be asked to fill out a mail order form with an imaginary order of purchases for family members, boyfriends, girlfriends, and themselves. Pair PracticeThe students ask and answer the printed questions on the handout and are encouraged to ask their own questions. The students can role play the parts of customer and clerk either following a sample conversation provided by the teacher or making up their own. 



Using Authentic Materials  
Advantages Disadvantages 
 Provides teachers with 

opportunities to go beyond 
the text 

 Can reinforce for students the 
direct relation between the 
language classroom and the 
outside world. 

 A way to contextualize 
language learning 

 A valuable source of  ‘real’ 
language input 
 

 Takes time/effort to find & 
create the materials 

 Difficult to make authentic 
materials/media 
comprehensible to students 

 Some students will not accept 
authentic materials/media as 
a valuable learning source 



Low techhigh tech 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Technology can be defined as:1. the branch of knowledge that deals with the creation and use of technical means and their interrelation with life, society, and the environment, drawing upon such subjects as industrial arts, engineering, applied science, and pure science. 2. the terminology of an art, science, etc.; 3. a technological  process, invention, method, or the like. 



“Technology is anything invented 
after you born, 
                                   everything else is just stuff.” 
                                                                                                Alan Kay 

 



“It’s when people stop thinking of something 
as a piece of technology that the thing starts 
to have its biggest impact.” 
                                                --                                                   The Guardian, Nov. 4, 2006-- 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In some ESL environments, teachers are limited in the amount of technology they have access to in the classroom. But that does not mean teachers have nothing. In fact, low technology can be anything from simple as sticks and earth to chalk, crayons and paint. Use whatever you have available to make learning productive and fun.





WORKING WITH TEXT 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For those teachers with internet access, the amount of materials available to you is awesome! Take advantage of free websites that offer teaching tools.



The Newspaper Clip Generator 
(fodey.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have students create their own newspaper clips in English



Worlde  (wordle.net) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use vocabulary to create word clouds!!

http://www.wordle.net/show/wrdl/3791227/history


Wallshisher (wallwisher.com) 

Wallwisher 
... a new way to 
communicate 

                

                 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wallwisher is an online notice board maker. It is ideal for making announcements, wishing people well, keeping notes, and things you can do with Post-it notes and more…………..

http://www.wallwisher.com/
http://www.wallwisher.com/demo
http://www.wallwisher.com/
http://www.wallwisher.com/build


Scribble Maps (scribblemaps.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scribble Maps is the quick and easy way to rapidly make and share maps!With Scribble Maps you can:- Draw shapes and Scribble!- Pace Markers and text- Create a Custom Widget- Save as KML/GPX- Send maps to friendsWhether it is planning a vacation, or plotting a hiking trail, Scribble Maps can help you out!Is a great tool to use in the classroom! Has an audio tutorial demonstrating how to use this technology. It allows students to create their own maps.



Mind Meister  (mindmeister.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mind mapping is widely used in the education field. It's a recognized and efficient technique for both students and teachers to support learning through visual representations of knowledge and their associated relations and connections. Mind maps resemble the patterns our brain creates when saving and retrieving knowledge. Collaborating via web-based mind mapping tools also deepens media literacy of both student and teacher. 



Glogter (glogster.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A collaborative learning platform for teachers, educators & schools!Glogster EDU Premium is a collaborative online learning platform for teachers and students to express their creativity, knowledge, ideas and skills in the classroom.Glog – interactive posterCollaborative class projectsSchool-level teacher management of students and classesPrivate and safe student environmentEngage students in fun and creative activities National educational standards





Vocaroo  (vocaroo.com) 

    
Vocaroo - The premier voice recording service. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
General informationVocaroo is a shiny new service for sending voice messages across the web. It's still under development though, so problems may occur.



Text-to-Speech (kakomessenger.com/voki.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Voki is a free service that allows you to create personalized speaking avatars and use them on your blog, profile, and in email messages.Voki is brought to you by  Oddcast, the leader in cutting edge, user-driven marketing. Oddcast has powered some of the Web's most successful social media campaigns.Kakomessenger allows you to create your own singing telegrams.

http://www.voki.com/
http://www.voki.com/
http://www.voki.com/
http://www.voki.com/


Voxopop  (voxopop.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Voxopop talk groups are a fun, engaging and easy-to-use way to help students develop their speaking skills. They're a bit like message boards, but use voice rather than text and a have a specialized user interface. No longer confined to a physical classroom, teachers and students of oral skills can interact from home, or even from opposite sides of the planet

http://www.voxopop.com/
http://www.voxopop.com/newgroup


Voicethread (voicethread.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
VoiceThread OverviewA tool for having conversations around media.With VoiceThread, group conversations are collected and shared in one place from anywhere in the world. All with no software to install.A VoiceThread is a collaborative, multimedia slide show that holds  images, documents, and videos and allows people to navigate slides and leave comments in five ways - using voice (with a mic or telephone), text, audio file, or video (via a webcam). Share a VoiceThread with friends, students, and colleagues for them to record comments too.Users can doodle while commenting, use multiple identities, and pick which comments are shown through moderation. VoiceThreads can even be embedded to show and receive comments on other websites and exported to MP3 players or DVDs to play as archival movies





Real English   (real-english.com) 

Double-click on any word for an 
English definition, or translate:  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
a completely free site for learning English: Original videos with interactive lessons, an English teacher always present to help you when you need a hand, and a Community of teachers & students learning together. 

http://real-english.com/new-lessons.asp
http://the-original-real-english.blogspot.com/2010/02/instructions-for-beginners-for-using.html


Youtube   (youtube.com) 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTTwBm4znAE 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTTwBm4znAE


Used by ESL teachers around the world 



Dave’s ESL Café (eslcafe.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-includes interactive resources, including the ESL graffiti wall, ESL question page, ESL idea page, ESL message exchange, ESL Quiz center, ESL links pages, ESL help center, and more

http://www.eslcafe.com/


Karin’s ELS Partyland (eslpartyland.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The pages at ESL PartyLand are designed to provide you with the resources and connections you need to become a better ESL teacher. You'll find loads of ideas and printable materials to use in class here, discussion forums, and employment opportunities.Students can find a variety of interactive quizzes, discussion forums, a chat room, and interactive lessons on a variety of topics.

http://www.eslpartyland.com/


The ESL Wonderland (eslwonderland.com) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This website has been created by an ESL teacher for ESL teachers and students. It contains various ESL activities for use in classes, as well as many links to ESL resources on the Internet. As such, it is a "jumping off" point for ESL teachers and students who want to easily find resources for teaching or learning English. 



Advanced Composition for Non-
native Speakers of English (eslbee.com) 

Advanced Composition for Non-Native 
Speakers of English 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This web site is for non-native speakers of English who want to write in English for academic purposes.  The material in this site is aimed toward high intermediate or advanced English learners who have never taken a formal English writing course and whose TOEFL score is about 500 or more.  The main objective of this site is to help non-native English speakers write for an English speaking academic audience which necessarily includes organization of ideas, the single greatest weakness among many non-native English speakers. 



Thinkfinity.org (http://community.thinkfinity.org/index.jspa) 

 Sponsored by Verizon Foundation 
 FREE educational resources, lesson plans, training, 

interactive games and more at Verizon Thinkfinity.org. 



 Khan Academy 
(http://www.khanacademy.org/) 
 An online library of over 2,400 educational videos 



Encyclopedia.com  (encyclopedia.com) 

Encyclopedia.com has more than 100  
trusted sources, including encyclopedias,  
dictionaries, and thesauruses with facts,  
definitions, biographies, synonyms,  
pronunciation keys, word origins, and abbreviations. 



“I am forced to teach from the book.” 
“Let the textbook do the teaching.” 
“How do I locate useful websites for my students?” 



“I am forced to teach from the 
book.” 
Problems What to do? 
 Stringent administrators 
 Lessons provided and 

supervisors make sure they 
are followed 

 

 Adapt by using pictures that 
correspond to a reading 

 Have friends record a natural 
conversation based on 
language in a text 

 Play scrabble with words from 
the text 

 Negotiate with administrators 
for an ‘Authentic English’ day 



“Let the textbook do the teaching.” 
Advantages Problems 
 Saves time 
 Provides structured guidance 

for new teachers 

 Can trivialize the learning 
experience for students 



Assignment 4B 
Explore one of the websites given in this unit and 

prepare a teaching activity using one of the 
technologies provided. Prepare a demonstration of 
this activity and how it can be used in an ESL teaching 
environment. 
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Teaching Tool Website References 
1. www://fody.com 
2. www:// wordle.net 
3. www:// wallshisher.com 
4. www://scribblemaps.com 
5. www:// mindmeister.com 
6. www:// glogster.com 
7. www:// vocaroo.com 
8. www:// kakomessenger.com/voki.com 
9. www:// voxopop.com 
10. www:// real-english.com 
11. www:// youtube.com 
12. www:// eslcafe.com 
13. www:// eslpartyland.com 
14. www:// eslwonderland.com 
15. www:// thinkfinity.org 
16. www:// enclyclopedia.com 
17. www:// eslbee.com 
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