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Module  # 6: Compromises!   

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

        

        MODULE OBJECTIVE:  Students will study the Missouri Compromise of 1820, 

Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, the Raid on Harperôs Ferry, 

review presidential debates and complete a mini math unit .   

 

 

 

 

 

òIf you want to 

understand today, 

you have to search 

yesterday. ò 

               Pearl Buck 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qRCUViYgAAwaaM&tbnid=KUPBUI7pZ3QAjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://historygcp.wordpress.com/unit-2-compromise-and-conflict/missouri-compromise/&ei=KKZeUsH8K8fuyQGZroGwBA&psig=AFQjCNHnbSHO5UX5Jl2yTZjjGMljbvdF9A&ust=1382020965932422
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Section One: The Missouri Compromises  

I. The Missouri Compromise of 1820  

 

A. Video : Watch the video on the Missouri Compromise of 1820 at:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgELv4aNHjQ Discussion 

Questions from video:  

1. Why did Missouriôs application for statehood create concerns in Washington? 

2. What strongly debated issue did the Missouri Compromise attempt to resolve? 

3. In what way(s) did the Missouri Compromise appease both Northern and 

Southern politicians? 

4. What was the significance of Maineôs entry into the United States? 

B. Map Study  

Study the maps on pages 3 & 4 showing the Missouri Compromise of 1820, the 

Compromise of 1850, and the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854.  Using a Primary Source 

Analyzing Map tool (see page 3) Observe, Reflect, and Question each of the questions 

listed below: 

 

Observe 

1) What do you notice about the Missouri Compromise map of 1820 compared to 

the Compromise map of 1850?   

2) What place or places does the map show?   

3) Now compare the Compromise map of 1850 to the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. 

Is there a change in a place or places on the map? (RI.3.7) (RI.6.7)  

Reflect 

4) Why do you think these maps were made? (RI.3.7) (RI.6.7)  

Question 

5) What do you wonder about after studying the time frame from 1820-1854? 

(apply the who?, what?, when? ,where?, why?, how?  form of questioning 

to think through the Primary Source Analyzing Map.) (RI.3.7) (RI.6.7) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mo6ACX7SnnD7JM&tbnid=-kXYiAqaMiQbcM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.textalibrarian.com/mobileref/10-great-library-marketing-videos/&ei=e6lFUrigPIfIrQGbwYGIBA&bvm=bv.53217764,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNEwMWomDX7j7Uns4lvFw2I22-laBQ&ust=1380383457807708
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Maps Accessed from: Maps: http://thelearningprofessor.wikispaces.com/The+1850s  (accessed August 

5, 2013) 
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http://thelearningprofessor.wikispaces.com/The+1850s
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C. The Missouri Compromise of 1820  

Extracted from: http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/early-threat-secession-missouri-compromise-1820-and-nullification-

crisis#sect-background (accessed October 16, 2013) 

Background Information  

 

 How is it that we hear the loudest yelps for liberty among 

the drivers of negroes?ò This question of English author 

Samuel Johnson strikes at the core of the slavery 

controversy in the American quest for self-government. 

Americans affirmed their independence with the ringing 

declaration that ñall men are created equal.ò But some of them owned African slaves, 

and were unwilling to give them up as they formed new federal and state governments. 

So ñto form a more perfect unionò in 1787, certain compromises were made in the 

Constitution regarding slavery in hopes that they would even tually be able to wean 

themselves off the ñpeculiar institution.ò This settled the slavery controversy for the first 

few decades of the American republic. 

      This situation changed with the application of Missouri for statehood in 1819. It 

changed the political landscape so dramatically that when former president Thomas 

Jefferson heard about the enactment of the Missouri Compromise of 1820, he wrote, 

ñThis momentous question, like a firebell in the night, awakened and filled me with 

terror. I considered it at once as the knell of the Union.ò 

     There had always been differences between northern and southern states, the 

former more commercial and the latter more agrarian in outlook and livelihood. But no 

difference was so potentially divisive as the South's insistence on the right to hold 

slaves and the North's growing aversion to it. The newly 

acquired territory   to the West, resulting from the 

Louisiana Purchase in 1803, brought the issue of the 

extension of slavery to a slow boil in 1819. Both sides, 

North and South, were concerned about the balance of 

power in the Senate being disrupted by the admission of 

new states carved out of the Louisiana Territory. The 

legislative and rhetorical interventions of Kentucky Representative Henry Clay, a slave 

owner who worked for gradual emancipation and colonization, were crucial to averting 

a sectional division of the American union. 

      When Maine requested admission as a free state in 1820, Congress agreed to a 

compromise where Missouri was permitted to come into the union with a constitution of 

its own choosing, which meant no restriction regarding slavery. In addition to Maine's 

admission in 1820 as a free state and Missouri's eventual admission as a slave state (in 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ocuxK39atqfYHM&tbnid=Q-Ckq_VEBpYVmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.famousauthors.org/samuel-johnson&ei=_e9eUqGAKqSayQGPk4HgDw&psig=AFQjCNFlEhxD4G2IxgRZF_zYjZPSC9q7uw&ust=1382039926192528
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=Vw_jUYBjehRPKM&tbnid=-il1XvH-U3Es-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/1800/louisianapurchase/&ei=fvBeUv6dEYHCywGRnoDgBQ&psig=AFQjCNHL1oMJrufU2cJiaRvG1Ehsp7W-uQ&ust=1382040054950281
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1821), Illinois Senator Jesse B. Thomas suggested that in the balance of the Louisiana 

Territory north of the 36º30' parallel (which ran along Missouri's southern border) 

slavery would be prohibited forever. The Missouri Compromise thereby maintained an 

equal number of free and slaveholding states in the American union. But it proved only 

a temporary settlement of the slavery controversy. Another territorial dispute, involving 

Texas and Mexico, would later stoke the fires of sectional conflict over the spread of 

slavery into the western territories.  

      But slavery in the territories was not the only issue dividing North and South. The 

question of tariffs (or taxes) on foreign imports proved so volatile that one state tried to 

nullify an act of Congress and threatened to secede from the Union. South Carolina saw 

tariffs imposed by the national government on foreign imports not for general revenue 

purposes, but to help domestic, manufacturing industries located mainly in the North. 

With depressed cotton prices and reduced foreign demand for raw goods from the 

South, the 1828 and 1832 tariffs eventually provoked South Carolina to desperate 

measures. 

     Flags were flown at half-mast in Charleston, South Carolina, and throughout the 

South there was talk of boycotting northern goods. By 1832, when Congr ess passed a 

new tariff bill that did not lower tariff rates enough to please the southern states, talk 

turned openly to nullification. South Carolina went so far as to call a state convention 

that declared the Tariff Acts of 1828 and 1832 "null, void, and  no law, nor binding 

upon" the state. Whereupon President Andrew Jackson rebuked South Carolina and 

threatened to invade the state. When Congress passed his 1833 ñForce Bill,ò which 

empowered the military to collect the tariffs, the now Senator Henry Clay fashioned yet 

another compromise that revised the tariff to South Carolina's satisfaction. This kept the 

tariff on the books and South Carolina in the Union.  

 

Questions : Write answers to each of the questions below. Cite and/or quote 

from the article in your answers.  

 

1. Explain the changes the Missouri Compromise of 1820 brought to the US map? 

(RI?RL.5.1) 
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2. How did the Missouri Compromise solve the problem of keeping the balance of power 

in the Senate between free and slave states? (RI/RL.5.1) 

 

 

3. What territory was added to the slave side? (RI/RL.1.1) 

 

4. What territory was to be kept free of slavery? (RI/RL.1.1) 

 

5. What did the South stand to gain as a result of the Compromise? What did they 

stand to lose? (RI/ RL.4.1) 

 

 

6. Could either side be considered the winner of this compromise? Explain your answer  

using factual details. (RI/RL.7.1) 

 

  

D. Activity: Mapping the Slave Controversy in 1820 . 

                                 

Go to the interactive map found at:   

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/static/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson1/  

 

Click on different parts of the map to become familiar with the location of the free 

states, the slave states, the regions identified as U.S. territories, the regions identified 

as not belonging to the U.S., and the 36º30' line. By clicking on each state, you can 

bring up statistical information about each state in the year 1820, compiled by 

reference to the U.S. Bureau of the Census from the Department of Commerce. 

 

  

 

E.  Worksheet : Complete the worksheets on pages  8 & 9.  (Multiple 

standards apply) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rxV3eixx9DEBLM&tbnid=f2It2aBRKnTZnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://gis.meridenct.gov/meriden/&ei=iPNeUsPlC6amygH0noGgDQ&bvm=bv.54176721,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHzxbWGf0xlT7AKCuQ7A_ZICval6A&ust=1382040838287548
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_cfyEXsEZi4T_M&tbnid=ixr1fPPQ2QVVsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.askdrcallahan.com/geometry-activities/&ei=1PdeUofLIJTOyAHy64HgBA&bvm=bv.54176721,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHFyFobpXceQqSj0HG_il2sHA7nkQ&ust=1382041932514573
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F. The Compromise   

Now read/scan through a couple of the original pages of the Compromise . As you read 

through the se pages, complete the primary source tool document, found on the next 

page to answer these questions: 

Observe 

Identify and note details.  Some suggestions are: Describe what you see.  What do you 

notice first? How much of the text can you read? What does it say? What do you  see 

that looks strange or unfamiliar? How are the words arranged? What do you notice 

about the page the writing appears on? What other details can you see?(RI.11-12.9) 

Reflect 

Test your hypotheses about the source about the manuscript.  Some suggestions are: 

Why do you think this manuscript was made? Who do you think created it? Who do you 

think was intended to read it, if anyone?  What do you think was happening when it 

was created? If someone created something like this today, what would be different? 

What would be the same?(RI.11-12.9) 

Question 

What do you wonder abouté Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?  (RI.11-12.9) 
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http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc_large_image.php?flash+true&doc+28 (accessed 

7/20/13) 

 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc_large_image.php?flash+true&doc+28


12 
 

 

 

 



13 
 

G.  A Transcription of the Compromise  

Now read through the  Missouri Compromise and answer the questions which follow. 

An Act to authorize the people of the Missouri territory to form a constitution and state government, and 

for the admission of such state into the Union on an equal footing with the original states, and to 

prohibit slavery in certain territories. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of that portion of the Missouri 
territory included within the boundaries herein after designated, be, and they are 
hereby, authorized to form for themselves a constitution and state government, and to 
assume such name as they shall deem proper; and the said state, when formed, shall 
be admitted into the Union, upon an equal footing with the original states, in all respects 
whatsoever.  

SEC.2. And be it further enacted, That the said state shall consist of all the territory 
included within the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning in the middle of the 
Mississippi river, on the parallel of thirty-six degrees of north latitude; thence west, along 
that parallel of latitude, to the St. Francois river; thence up, and following the course of 
that river, in the middle of the main channel thereof, to the parallel of latitude of thirty-six 
degrees and thirty minutes; thence west, along the same, to a point where the said 
parallel is intersected by a meridian line passing through the middle of the mouth of the 
Kansas river, where the same empties into the Missouri river, thence, from the point 
aforesaid north, along the said meridian line, to the intersection of the parallel of latitude 
which passes through the rapids of the river Des Moines, making the said line to 
correspond with the Indian boundary line; thence east, from the point of intersection last 
aforesaid, along the said parallel of latitude, to the middle of the channel of the main 
fork of the said river Des Moines ; thence down arid along the middle of the main 
channel of the said river Des Moines, to the mouth of the same, where it empties into 
the Mississippi river; thence, due east, to the middle of the main channel of the 
Mississippi river; thence down, and following the course of the Mississippi river, in the 
middle of the main channel thereof, to the place of beginning : Provided, The said state 
shall ratify the boundaries aforesaid . And provided also, That the said state shall have 
concurrent jurisdiction on the river Mississippi, and every other river bordering on the 
said state so far as the said rivers shall form a common boundary to the said state; and 
any other state or states, now or hereafter to be formed and bounded by the same, such 
rivers to be common to both; and that the river Mississippi, and the navigable rivers and 
waters leading into the same, shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to 
the inhabitants of the said state as to other citizens of the United States, without any 
tax, duty impost, or toll, therefore, imposed by the said state.  

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That all free white male citizens of the United States, 
who shall have arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and have resided in said 
territory: three months previous to the day of election, and all other persons qualified to 
vote for representatives to the general assembly of the said territory, shall be qualified 

Full Transcript of Missouri Compromise (1820) 
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to be elected and they are hereby qualified and authorized to vote, and choose 
representatives to form a convention, who shall be apportioned amongst the several 
counties as follows : 
 
From the county of Howard, five representatives. From the county of Cooper, three 
representatives. From the county of Montgomery, two representatives. From the county 
of Pike, one representative. From the county of Lincoln, one representative. From the 
county of St. Charles, three representatives. From the county of Franklin, one 
representative. From the county of St. Louis, eight representatives. From the county of 
Jefferson, one representative. From the county of Washington, three representatives. 
From the county of St. Genevieve, four representatives. From the county of Madison, 
one representative. From the county of Cape Girardeau, five representatives. From the 
county of New Madrid, two representatives. From the county of Wayne, and that portion 
of the county of Lawrence which falls within the boundaries herein designated, one 
representative. 

And the election for the representatives aforesaid shall be holden on the first Monday, 
and two succeeding days of May next, throughout the several counties aforesaid in the 
said territory, and shall be, in every respect, held and conducted in the same manner, 
and under the same regulations as is prescribed by the laws of the said territory 
regulating elections therein for members of the general assembly, except that the 
returns of the election in that portion of Lawrence county included in the boundaries 
aforesaid, shall be made to the county of Wayne, as is provided in other cases under 
the laws of said territory. 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the members of the convention thus duly 
elected, shall be, and they are hereby authorized to meet at the seat of government of 
said territory on the second Monday of the month of June next; and the said convention, 
when so assembled, shall have power and authority to adjourn to any other place in the 
said territory, which to them shall seem best for the convenient transaction of their 
business; and which convention, when so met, shall first determine by a majority of the 
whole number elected, whether it be, or be not, expedient at that time to form a 
constitution and state government for the people within the said territory, as included 
within the boundaries above designated; and if it be deemed expedient, the convention 
shall be, and hereby is, authorized to form a constitution and state government; or, if it 
be deemed more expedient, the said convention shall provide by ordinance for electing 
representatives to form a constitution or frame of government; which said 
representatives shall be chosen in such manner, and in such proportion as they shall 
designate; and shall meet at such time and place as shall be prescribed by the said 
ordinance; and shall then form for the people of said territory, within the boundaries 
aforesaid, a constitution and state government: Provided, That the same, whenever 
formed, shall be republican, and not repugnant to the constitution of the United States; 
and that the legislature of said state shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the 
soil by the United States, nor with any regulations Congress may find necessary for 
securing the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers ; and that no tax shall be 
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imposed on lands the property of the United States ; and in no case shall non-resident 
proprietors be taxed higher than residents. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That until the next general census shall be taken, the 
said state shall be entitled to one representative in the House of Representatives of the 
United States. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the following propositions be, and the same are 
hereby, offered to the convention of the said territory of Missouri, when formed, for their 
free acceptance or rejection, which, if accepted by the convention, shall be obligatory 
upon the United States: 
First. That section numbered sixteen in every township, and when such section has 
been sold, or otherwise disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto, and as contiguous 
as may be, shall be granted to the state for the use of the inhabitants of such township, 
for the use of schools. 
 
Second. That all salt springs, not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land 
adjoining to each, shall be granted to the said state for the use of said state, the same 
to be selected by the legislature of the said state, on or before the first day of January, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five ; and the same, when so 
selected, to be used under such terms, conditions, and regulations, as the legislature of 
said state shall direct: Provided, That no salt spring, the right whereof now is, or 
hereafter shall be, confirmed or adjudged to any individual or individuals, shall, by this 
section, be granted to the said state: And provided also, That the legislature shall never 
sell or lease the same, at any one time, for a longer period than ten years, without the 
consent of Congress. 
 
Third. that five per cent. of the net proceeds of the sale of lands lying within the said 
territory or state, and which shall be sold by Congress, from and after the first day of 
January next, after deducting all expenses incident to the same, shall be reserved for 
making public roads and canals, of which three fifths shall be applied to those objects 
within the state, under the direction of the legislature thereof; and the other two fifths in 
defraying, under the direction of Congress, the expenses to be incurred in making of a 
road or roads, canal or canals, leading to the said state. 
 

Fourth. That four entire sections of land be, and the same are hereby, granted to the 
said state, for the purpose of fixing their seat of government thereon; which said 
sections shall, under the direction of the legislature of said state, be located, as near as 
may be, in one body, at any time, in such townships and ranges as the legislature 
aforesaid may select, on any of the public lands of the United States: Provided, That 
such locations shall be made prior to the public sale of the lands of the United States 
surrounding such location. 
 
Fifth. That thirty-six sections, or one entire township, which shall be designated by the 
President of the United States, together with the other lands heretofore reserved for that 
purpose, shall be reserved for the use of a seminary of learning, and vested in the 
legislature of said state, to be appropriated solely to the use of such seminary by the 
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said legislature: Provided, That the five foregoing propositions herein offered, are on the 
condition that the convention of the said state shall provide, by an ordinance, 
irrevocable without the consent or the United States, that every and each tract of land 
sold by the United States, from and after the first day of January next, shall remain 
exempt from any tax laid by order or under the authority of the state, whether for state, 
county, or township, or any other purpose whatever, for the term of five years from and 
after the day of sale; And further, That the bounty lands granted, or hereafter to be 
granted, for military services during the late war, shall, while they continue to be held by 
the patentees, or their heirs remain exempt as aforesaid from taxation for the term of 
three year; from and after the date of the patents respectively. 

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That in case a constitution and state government 
shall be formed for the people of the said territory of Missouri, the said convention or 
representatives, as soon thereafter as may be, shall cause a true and attested copy of 
such constitution or frame of state government, as shall be formed or provided, to be 
transmitted to Congress. 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted. That in all that territory ceded by France to the United 
States, under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes north latitude, not included within the limits of the state, contemplated by this 
act, slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, shall be, and is hereby, forever 
prohibited: Provided always, That any person escaping into the same, from whom 
labour or service is lawfully claimed, in any state or territory of the United States, such 
fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labour 
or service as aforesaid. 

APPROVED, March 6, 1820 

 

Questions :  Write answers to each of the following questions.  Cite/quote 

specific examples (whenever possible) to support your answer.  

1.  In your own words, explain what your learned from this source using the Primary 

source Analysis Tool (RI/RL.2.1) (RH.9-10.1) 

 

2. Why was there a need to write the Missouri Compromise of 1820?  

    (RI/RL.2.1) 
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3. After reading the full transcript of the Missouri Compromise of 1820, choose a 

Section (1-8) and express in your own words your thoughts and feelings 

concerning the effects of this Compromise.  (RI/RL.6.2) 

 

 

 

 

4. Who were the inhabitants of the portion of the Missouri Territory that was 

petitioning for statehood authorized to do? (RI/RL.2.1) 

 

 

 

5. Who was eligible to vote and hold office? (RI/RL.1.1) 

 

 

6. What form of government were they required to establish? (RI/RL.1.1) 

 

 

7. How many representatives would they be given in the House of 

Representatives until the next census could be taken? (RI/RL.1.1) 

 

 

уΦ !Φ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ΨŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘΩΚ (RI/RL1.1) 

 

    B. What was the provision for fugitive slaves? (RI/2.1) 
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II. The Compromise of 1850  

A. Pre-reading questions  

Skim/scan the passage subheadings to help you find the answers to the following 

questions. 

 

1. What were the five key components to the Missouri Compromise of 1850? (RI.2.5)  

 

 

 

2. Analyze the structure of the passage as suggested by the subheadings, to predict 

what you think the reading may be about. (RI.7.5)  

 

3. A. Define óomnibusô as it is used in the third section of the passage. (RI.5.4) 

 

 

B. Read this section of the passage in its entirety. How does the use of this word 

define the main idea of the section? (RI/RL.6.4)  

 

B.  Reading Passage 

Read the passage below and answer the questions which follow. 

extracted from: http://history1800s.about.com/od/slaveryinamerica/a/compromise -of-1850.htm  (accessed 

7/20/2013)  

 

 

 

 

 

The Compromise of 1850  was a set of bills passed in 

Congress which tried to settle the issue of slavery, which 

was about to split the nation. The legislation was highly 

controversial and it was only passed after a long series of 

battles on Capitol Hill. It was destined to be unpopular, 

as just about every part of the nation found something to 

dislike about its provisions.  

 

 

 


